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Innovations in rubber technology and sustainable mobility are increasingly important to our society. 
LANXESS is a specialty chemicals company headquartered in Germany with operations in 30 coun-
tries across the globe. We are hosting Rubber Day Japan in connection with our role as the world’s 
largest provider of synthetic rubber and a leading supplier of high-performance rubbers. We are 
focused on the promotion of sustainable mobility because we believe that innovation in the chemi-
cal industry is essential to the advancement of transportation technology in Japan and throughout 
the world. 

LANXESS held the fi rst Rubber Day two years ago in Germany to mark the anniversary of the dis-
covery of synthetic rubber one hundred years ago in the laboratories of our predecessor company 
and to provide a forum for experts in the industry to gather and exchange ideas on a range of new 
developments in our sector. Based on the positive feedback we received from this event, LANXESS 
held subsequent Rubber Days in China, Brazil and India in 2010. 

Today, we hold our fi rst Rubber Day in Japan. As demand for cars surges around the world, and as 
customers shift toward more fuel-effi cient vehicles, the Japanese automotive industry will continue 
to increase its production capacity and to manufacture the lighter, safer and more environmentally 
friendly cars that consumers demand today and will demand in the future. New technological de-
velopments in rubber bring value to the automotive industry. That is why we feel it is so important to 
bring together the industry professionals who will be driving these changes.

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann Peter Weinmar
Chairman of the Board of  President & CEO 
Management of LANXESS AG of LANXESS K.K.



Introduction

Rika Sueyoshi
Master of Ceremony

Opening address

Peter Weinmar
President & CEO, LANXESS K.K.

Innovation for greener mobility

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann
Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

Japan and Germany: 150 years of cooperation

Dr. Volker Stanzel
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

Japan and Europe: From rivalry towards competitive cooperation

Masaru Kanke
Director, European Division, Trade Policy Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

Towards a future society of mobility: An outlook

Dr. Hiroyuki Watanabe
Chairman of Intelligent Transport System (ITS) Info-Communications Forum

Coffee Break

Keeping the innovative edge: Future cars and the role of rubber

• 
• 
• 

• 

Opening remarks by Dr. Rainier van Roessel, Member of the Board of Management, LAN-
XESS AG
• Dr. Anno Borkowsky, Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group
• Yoichiro Kato, General Manager, Chassis Engineering Development Group, 
 Component Engineering Development Department, Nissan Motor Co., Ltd.
• Hans-Joachim Kuppel, Regional President Gasoline Systems, Bosch Corporation
• Taichiro Saito, Director, Head of PE Truck Systems, Product Engineering, 
 Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation

10:00 - 10:05

10:05 - 10:10

10:10 - 10:25

10:25 - 10:35

10:35 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:15

Panel 1
11:15 - 12:00
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Innovative golf ball design with synthetic rubber

Kimiaki Kakizaki
Director, Production and R&D, Kasco Corporation

Lunch Break

Innovations in technical rubbers

Dr. Guenther Weymans
Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

Technical rubbers in automotive applications

• 
• 
• 
• 
Opening remarks by Dr. Rainier van Roessel, Member of the Board of Management, LAN-
XESS AG
• Dr. Anno Borkowsky, Head of Rhein Chemie, a company of the LANXESS Group
• Dr. Hiroaki Kikuchi, Department Manager, Material Engineering Department, 
 Technology Corporate Offi ce, NOK Corporation,
• Akihiro Shibahara, Vice Chairman of the Society of Rubber Industry Japan, and General 
 Manager, Material Technology R&D Laboratories, Tokai Rubber Industries, Ltd. 
• Dr. Guenther Weymans, Head of Technical Rubber Products, LANXESS AG

Coffee Break

Butyl rubber: The enabler of mobility                                                                                                               

Dr. Ron Commander
Head of Butyl Rubber, LANXESS AG

Building a sustainable society: 
Valuing resources and reducing carbon emissions with tire innovation

Tomohiro Kusano
General Manager, Materials Development Department, Bridgestone Corporation

Green tires and tire labeling in Europe

Prof. Dr. h. c. mult. Horst Wildemann
Technical University of Munich

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 - 13:30

13:30 - 13:45

Panel 2
13:45 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:15

15:15 - 15:30

15:30 - 15:45



Innovative solutions for greener tires

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Opening remarks by Dr. Werner Breuers, Member of the Board of Management, LANXESS 
AG
• Masayoshi Daio, Associate Director, Deputy General Manager, Tire Global Technical Division, 
 General Manager, Tire Materials Development Dept., The Yokohama Rubber Company, 
 Limited
• Dr. Joachim Grub, Head of Performance Butadiene Rubbers, LANXESS AG
• Yasushi Hirata, Chairman of  Environment  Subcommittee, The  Japan Automobile Tyre 
 Manufacturers Association
• Luis López-Rémon, Head of Rubber Chemicals, LANXESS AG
• Kiyoshige Muraoka, General Manager, Material Dept. , Material Research & Development HQS., 
 Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd.
• Hideaki Takahashi, General Manager, Tire Material Development Dept., Tire R&D Division, 
 Toyo Tire&Rubber Co., Ltd.

Closing remarks

Dr. Axel C. Heitmann
Chairman of the Board of Management, LANXESS AG

Panel 3
15:45 - 16:30

16:30 - 16:35
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